Appl. No. 10/644,310 

Response to September 25, 2008 Office Action 
Amendments to the Claims: 
Listing of Claims: 

Claim 1 : (currently amended) A gaming device comprising: 



plural i ty of symbols on tho rools, said symbo l s inc l uding at loast ono 



i nitial designated numbor of spins of tho roels, sa i d dosignatod number 



b e ing greater than ono; 

a designated numbor of tho prizo symbols nocossary to b e accumu l ated to 
w i n tho associated physical prizo, whoro i n tho dosignatod numbor of prizo 
symbols is gr e ater than tho numbor of priz e symbols which can possib l y bo 
accumu l ated i n th e in i t i al dos i gnatod numbor of spins of tho rools; and 

at least one display device: 

at least one input device: 

at least one a -processo r programmed to: : and 

at least one memory device which stores a plurality of instructions, which 
when executed by the at least one processor, cause the at least one processor to 
operate with the at least one display device and the at least one input device to: 

(i) eontfel -displav a plurality of tfre-reels. the plurality of reels including 
a plurality of symbols, said symbols including at least one prize 
symbol associated with a physical prize and at least one re-trigger 
symbol. 

(ii) display a designated number of initial spins of the reels, the 
designated number of initial spins being greater than one. 

(iii) display the initial spins of activate t he reels after a wager by a 
player until none of the initial-designated number of initial spins 
remain, 

(iyii) display ro trigger at least one additional spin of the reels if the ro 
trigger symbol or a predetermined symbol combination including 
the re-trigger symbol occurs on the reels during the displayed initial 
d e signat e d number of spins of the reels, 




prize symbol assoc i at e d with a physica l prizo and at l oact 



trigg e r symbol; 
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(iv) accumulate any prize symbols which occur on the reels in each of 
said displayed initial spins and said at least one additional spin of 
the reels, and 

(vi) cause award t he physical prize to be awarded to t he player if the 
accumulated number of prize symbols reaches ajhe-designated 
number of prize symbols necessary to be accumulated to win the 
associated physical prize, wherein the designated number of prize 
symbols is greater than the number of prize symbols which can 
possibly be accumulated in the displayed initial spins of the reels . 

Claim 2: (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 1, wherein the 
designated number of prize symbols is greater than the mttiaJ-designated number of 
initial spins of the reels. 

Claim 3: (original) The gaming device of Claim 1 , which includes at least one 
payline associated with the reels. 

Claim 4: (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 3, wherein when 
executed bv the at least one processo r, the plurality of instructions cause the at least 
one processor to accumulate accumu l atos any prize symbols which occur on any of the 
paylines in each of the displayed initial spins and the at least one additional spin of the 
reels. 

Claim 5: (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 1, wherein the 
accumulated number of prize symbols is reset when none of the designated number of 
no -initial spins remain. 

Claim 6: (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 1 , wherein when 
executed bv the at least one processor, the plurality of instructions cause the at least 
one processor to operate with the at least one display device to display t ho initia l 
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dosignatod number of sp i ns are obta i nod in a primary game operable act i vat e d upon 
the a-waaer bv the play e r , and display the initial spins of the reels in the primary game . 

Claim 7: (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 6, wherein when 
executed bv the at least one processor, the plurality of instructions cause the at least 
one processor to reset t he accumulated number of prize symbols i s rosot after a 
plurality of wagers for the primary gameg ames. 

Claim 8: (original) The gaming device of Claim 1 , wherein the prize symbol 
includes an image which represents the physical prize. 

Claim 9: (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 1 , wherein the mitiaJ 
designated number of initial spins is randomly determined. 

Claim 10: (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 1 , wherein the mitial 
designated number of initial spins is predetermined. 

Claim 11: (original) The gaming device of Claim 1, wherein the designated 
number of prize symbols is randomly determined. 

Claim 12: (original) The gaming device of Claim 1, wherein the designated 
number of prize symbols is predetermined. 

Claim 13: (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 1, which includes a 
plurality of different physical prizes, wherein when executed bv t he at least one 
processo r, the plurality of instructions cause the at least one processor is programmed 
to cause provid e one of said physical prizes to be provided t o the player when the 
accumulated number of prize symbols reaches the designated number of prize symbols 
necessary to win said t he-phvsical prize to be provided . 
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Claim 14: (original) The gaming device of Claim 13, wherein at least two of the 
physical prizes have different values. 

Claim 15: (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 13, which includes a 
probability of being selected by the at least one processor associated with each of the 
physical prizes, wherein when executed by t he at least one processo r, the plurality of 
instructions cause the at least one processor, based on said probabilities, — is 
programmed t o; (0 select and provide one of the physical prizes , and 00 cause the 
selected physical prize to be provided to the playe r basod on said probabi l ities . 

Claim 16: (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 1, which includes a 
plurality of different physical prizes, wherein when executed by t he at least one 
processo r, the plurality of instructions cause the at least one processor is programmed 
to enable the player to pick one of said physical prizes if the accumulated number of 
prize symbols reaches the designated number of prize symbols. 

Claim 17: (original) The gaming device of Claim 1, which includes a prize 
symbol display operable to indicate the number of accumulated prize symbols. 

Claim 18: (original) The gaming device of Claim 17, wherein the prize symbol 
display includes a plurality of prize symbol indicators. 

Claim 19: (original) The gaming device of Claim 18, which includes at least one 
illumination device associated with the prize symbol indicators. 

Claim 20: (original) The gaming device of Claim 17, wherein the prize symbol 
display includes an integer which represents the accumulated number of prize symbols. 

Claim 21: (original) The gaming device of Claim 20, wherein the integer 
increments by at least one for each prize symbol which occurs on the reels. 
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Claim 22: (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 1 , wherein the at 
least one additional spin includes at least one in i t i al d e signat e d number of spins aro free 
spins eins. 

Claim 23: (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 1 , wherein the initial 
designated number of initial spins of tho rools is at least in part based on the a-waqer 
mad e by th e play e r . 

Claim 24: (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 1, wherein the 
designated number of the prize symbols necessary to be accumulated to win the 
physical prize is at least in part based on the a -wager mad e by th e plav e r such that: (i) 
for a first wager, a first designated number of the prize symbols is necessary to be 
accumulated to win the physical prize, and (ii) for a second, different wager, a second, 
different number of the prize symbols is necessary to be accumulated to win the 
physical prize . 

Claim 25: (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 1 , wherein the 
number of prize symbols which are accumulated based on each prize symbol which 
occurs on the reels is at least in part based on the a-wage r mado by tho p l ay e r . 

Claim 26: (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 1, wherein the 
predetermined symbol combination is associated with a probability of occurring on odds 
of obta i ning a ro tr i gger of t he reels , and the probability is at least in part based on the a 
wage r mado by tho playor . 

Claim 27: (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 1 , wherein when 
executed by t he at least one processo r, the plurality of instructions cause the at least 
one processor is programmod t o enable the player to select the physical prize. 
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Claim 28: (currently amended) A gaming device comprising: 

a plural i ty of symbols on tho rools, said symbo l s including at least one first 
prizo symbol associated with a first physical pr i zo, at loast on e s e cond pr i zo 
symbo l associated with a second different physical pr i ze, and at loast ono ro 
trigg e r symbo l ; 

an initial des i gnat e d number of spins of tho roe l s, sa i d des i gnated number 
boing great e r than one; 

a d e signat e d numb e r of th e first pr i z e symbols n e c e ssary to be 
accumulated to w i n tho associated first physical pr i z e , wh e rein tho designated 
number of first prizo symbols i s greater than tho number of first prizo symbo l s 
which can possibly bo accumulated in tho i nit i al des i gnated number of spins of 

a designated number of tho second priz e symbo l s nocossary to bo 
accumulat e d to win the associated second different physica l prizo, whoroin tho 
des i gnated number of s e cond prizo symbols is gr e at e r than tho number of 
second priz e symbols which can possibly b e accumulated in tho initial 
d e s i gnat e d numb e r of sp i ns of the r ee ls; and 

at least one display device; 

at least one input device; 

at least one a -processo r programmed oporablo to: : and 
at least one memory device which stores a plurality of instructions, which 
when executed by the at least one processor, cause the at least one processor to 
operate with the at least one display device and the at least one input device to: 

(i) contro l tho display a plurality of reels including a plurality of 
symbols on the reels , said symbols including at least one first prize 
symbol associated with a first physical prize, at least one second 
prize symbol associated with a second different physical prize, and 
at least one re-trigger symbol: 

(ii) display a designated number of initial spins of the reels, the 
designated number of initial spins being greater than one. 
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(iii) display the initial number of spins after a wager by a player a ctivate 
th e r ee ls until none of the mttiaJ-designated number of initial spins 
remain, 

(iyji) display r e trigg e r a t least one additional spin of the reels when the 



the re-trigger symbol occurs on the reels during the displayed initial 



(iv) accumulate any first prize symbols which occur on the reels in each 
of said displayed initial spins and said at least one additional spin of 
the reels, 

(vi) accumulate any second prize symbols which occur on the reels in 
each of said displayed initial spins and said at least one additional 
spin of the reels, 

(vii) cause award t he first physical prize to be awarded t o the player if 
the accumulated number of first prize symbols reaches ajhe 
designated number of first prize symbols necessary to be 
accumulated to win the associated first physical prize, wherein the 
designated number of first prize symbols is greater than the number 
of first prize symbols which can possibly be accumulated in the 
displayed initial spins of the reels , and 

(viii) cause a ward-the second physical prize to be awarded t o the player 
if the accumulated number of second prize symbols reaches ajhe 
designated number of second prize symbols necessary to be 
accumulated to win the associated second physical prize, wherein 
the designated number of second prize symbols is greater than the 
number of second prize symbols which can possibly be 
accumulated in the displayed initial spins of the reels . 




-a predetermined symbol combination including 




jpins of the reels, 



Claim 29: (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 28, wherein the 
designated number of first prize symbols is greater than the mitiaJ-designated number of 
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initial spins of the reels and the designated number of second prize symbols is greater 
than the mitiakiesignated number of initial s pins of the reels. 

Claim 30: (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 28, wherein the 
accumulated number of first and second prize symbols is reset when none of the 
designated number of initial n o-spins remain. 

Claim 31 : (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 28, wherein when 
executed by the at least one processor, the plurality of instructions cause the at least 
one processor to operate with the at least one display device to display t h e initia l 
designat e d spins ar e obtain e d i n a primary game operable activated upon the a -wager 
bv tho playe r , and display the initial spins of the reels in the primary game . 

Claim 32: (original) The gaming device of Claim 28, wherein the first physical 
prize is of a higher value than the second physical prize. 

Claim 33: (original) The gaming device of Claim 32, which includes a higher 
probability of obtaining the second physical prize than the first physical prize. 

Claim 34: (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 28, wherein the at 
least one additional spin includes at least one i nit i a l des i gnated number of spins aro f ree 
spins ems. 

Claim 35: (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 28, wherein the 
mttiaJ-designated number of initial spins of th e r ee ls is at least in part based on the a 

Claim 36: (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 28, wherein the 
designated number of the first prize symbols necessary to be accumulated to win the 
first physical prize is at least in part based on the a-wager mado bv tho plave r such that: 
(i) for a first wager, a first designated number of the first prize symbols is necessary to 
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be accumulated to win the first physical prize, and (ii) for a second, different wager, a 
second, different number of the first prize symbols is necessary to be accumulated to 
win the first physical prize . 

Claim 37: (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 28, wherein the 
designated number of the second prize symbols necessary to be accumulated to win 
the second -physical prize is at least in part based on the a -waqer mad e by th e 
pteve fsuch that: (i) for a first wager, a first designated number of the second prize 
symbols is necessary to be accumulated to win the second physical prize, and (ii) for a 
second, different wager, a second, different number of the second prize symbols is 
necessary to be accumulated to win the second physical prize . 

Claim 38: (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 28, wherein the 
number of prize symbols accumulated for each prize symbol which occurs on the reels 
is at least in part based on the a-wage r made by th e p l ay e r . 

Claim 39: (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 29, wherein the 
predetermined symbol combination is associated with a probability of occurring on e dds 
of obtaining a ro trigger of t he reels , and the probability is at least in part based on the a 





wager- 
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Claim 40: (currently amended) A gaming device comprising: 
a primary gam e ; 
a secondary gam e ; 

at loast ono triggoring ovont associatod with tho primary gamo, whoroin 
tho secondary gamo is i nitiated upon tho oocurronco of th o triggering ovont i n tho 
primary gamo; 

a phys i cal priz e associat e d with tho secondary gamo; 

a plural i ty of rools inc l uding a plurality of symbo l s in the secondary game, 
th e symbols including at le ast on e priz e symbol assoc i at e d with th e physical 
prizo and at l oast ono ro trigger symbo l , tho secondary game i ncluding an i nitia l 
d e signated numb e r of sp i ns of the r e els, said des i gnat e d numb e r b e ing gr e at e r 
than on o ; 

a dos i gnatod numbor of prizo symbo l s nocossary to be accumulated i n the 
s e condary gamo to win tho physical pr i zo, whoroin tho dos i gnatod number of 
pr i ze symbols is greater than the numb e r of pr i z e symbols that can possibly bo 
accumulat e d in th e an initial l y designat e d numb e r of spins of th e re e ls in th e 
s e condary gam e ; and 

at least one display device; 

at least one input device: 

at least one a -processo r programmed oporablo to : : and 
at least one memory device which stores a plurality of instructions, which 
when executed by the at least one processor, cause the at least one processor to 
operate with the at least one display device and the at least one input device, 
after the occurrence of a triggering event in association with a primary game, to: 
(i) control tho roels. initiate a secondary game associated with a 
physical prize, the second game associated with a set of reels 
having a plurality of symbols, the symbols including at least one 
prize symbol associated with the physical prize and at least one re- 
trigger symbol. 
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(ii) display a designated number of initial spins of the reels for the 
secondary game, said designated number of initial spins being 
greater than one. 

(in) display the initial spins activat e tho sot of the reels until none of the 
said initia l designated number of initial spins remain in the 

(iyli) display re tr i gger tho act i vation of tho rools for at least one 
additional spin activation o f the reels if tho ro trigger symbol or a 
predetermined symbol combination including the re-trigger symbol 
occurs on the reels during the displayed initial spins of the reels in 
the secondary game, 

(iv) accumulate any prize symbols which occur on the reels in the 
displayed initial spins and the at least one additional spin 
activations of the reels in the secondary game, and 

(vi) cause a ward-the physical prize to be awarded to the player if the 
accumulated number of prize symbols reaches ajhe-designated 
number of prize symbol s necessary to be accumulated in the 
secondary game to win the physical prize, wherein the designated 
number of prize symbols is greater than the number of prize 
symbols that can possibly be accumulated in the displayed initial 
spins of the reels in the secondary game . 



Claim 41: (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 40, wherein the 
designated number of prize symbols necessary to be accumulated in the secondary 
game is greater than the designated number of initial spins. 

Claim 42: (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 40, wherein the 
triggering event includes a combination of symbols occurring on a set of the reels in 
association with i n-the primary game. 
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Claim 43: (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 40, wherein the 
mitial-designated number of initial spins are free spins. 

Claim 44: (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 40, wherein the 
initial designated number of initial spins of the reels is at least in part based on a wager 
made by the player. 

Claim 45: (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 40, wherein the 
designated number of the prize symbols necessary to be accumulated to win the 
physical prize is at least in part based on a wager made by the playe r such that: (i) for a 
first wager made by the player, a first designated number of the prize symbols is 
necessary to be accumulated to win the physical prize, and (ii) for a second, different 
wager made bv the player, a second, different number of the prize symbols is necessary 
to be accumulated to win the physical prize . 

Claim 46: (original) The gaming device of Claim 40, wherein the number of prize 
symbols accumulated for each prize symbol which occurs on the reels is at least in part 
based on a wager made by the player. 

Claim 47: (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 40, wherein the 
predetermined symbol combination is associated with a probability of occurring on oekts 
of obtain i ng a re - trigger of t he reels , and the probability is at least in part based on a 
wager made by the player. 
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Claim 48: (currently amended) A gaming device comprising: 

a plurality of symbols on tho rools, said symbo l s including at l east ono first 
pr i z e symbol, associatod with a first physica l pr i ze, at loast ono s e cond pr i zo 
symbol associated with a second different physical prizo, and at loast ono ro 
trigger symbo l ; 

an in i t i al d e s i gnated number of free spins of tho rools, said dos i gnatod 
numb e r being greater than ono; 

a dos i gnatod numb e r of tho first priz e symbols nocossary to bo 
accumu l atod to win tho assoc i ated first physical pr i zo; 

a d e signat e d numb e r of the second pr i z e symbols n e c e ssary to b e 
accumulatod to win tho associatod second d i ff e r e nt physica l prizo, whoroin tho 
first phys i ca l pr i zo is of a h i gher valuo than tho socond phys i cal prizo; and 

at least one display device: 

at least one input device: 

at least one a -processo r programm e d op e rabl e to: : and 
at least one memory device which stores a plurality of instructions, which 
when executed by the at least one processor, cause the at least one processor to 
operate with the at least one display device and the at least one input device to: 

(i) contro l th e display a plurality of reels including a plurality of 
symbols on the reels , said symbols including at least one first prize 
symbol associated with a first physical prize, at least one second 
prize symbol associated with a second different physical prize, and 
at least one re-trigger symbol, wherein the first physical prize is of a 
higher value than the second physical prize; 

(ii) display a designated number of initial spins of the reels, said 
designated number of initial spins being greater than one: 

(Hi) display activate tho roo l s for t he initial d e signat e d number of spins 

of the reels after a wager bv a player , 
(iyii) display ro trigger at least one free spin of the reels if th e r e trigger 

symbol or a predetermined symbol combination including the re- 
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trigger symbol occurs on the reels during the displayed initial spins 
of the reels . 

(iv) accumulate any first prize symbols which occur on the reels in each 
of said displayed initial spins and said at least one free spin of the 
reels, 

(vi) accumulate any second prize symbols which occur on the reels in 
each of said displayed initial spins and said at least one free spin of 
the reels, 

(vii) cause award t he first physical prize to be awarded t o the player if 
the accumulated number of first prize symbols reaches a the 
designated number of the first prize symbols necessary to be 
accumulated to win the associated first physical prize , wherein the 



including the re-trigger symbol must occur on the reels at least 
once t o accumulate the designated number of the f irst prize 
symbols, and 

(viii) cause a ward-the second physical prize to be awarded t o the player 
if the accumulated number of second prize symbols reaches a_the 
designated number of the second prize symbols necessary to be 
accumulated to win the associated second different physical prize , 
wherein the re tr i gger symbo l or tho predetermined symbol 
combination including the re-trigger symbol must occur on the reels 
at least once t o accumulate the designated number of the second 
prize symbols. 



Claim 49: (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 48, wherein when 
executed by the at least one processor, the plurality of instructions cause the at least 
one processor to operate with the at least one display device to display t h e initia l 
d e signat e d number of froo spins aro obtained in a primary game operable aotivatod 
upon the a-wage r by the p l avo r . and display the initial spins of the reels in the primary 




>redetermined symbol combination 
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Claim 50: (original) The gaming device of Claim 48, which includes a higher 
probability of obtaining the second physical prize than obtaining the first physical prize. 

Claim 51 : (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 48, wherein the 
mttiaJ-designated number of initial fr ee-spins of th o r ee ls is at least in part based on the 
a-wage r mado by tho player . 

Claim 52: (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 48, wherein the 
designated number of the first prize symbols necessary to be accumulated to win the 
first physical prize is at least in part based on the a-wager mado bv tho plav e r such that: 
(i) for a first wager made by the player, a first designated number of the first prize 
symbols is necessary to be accumulated to win the first physical prize, and (\\) for a 
second, different wager made bv the player, a second, different number of the first prize 
symbols is necessary to be accumulated to win the first physical prize . 

Claim 53: (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 48, wherein the 
designated number of the second prize symbols necessary to be accumulated to win 
the second physical prize is at least in part based on the a-wager made by the player 
such that: (i) for a first wager, a first designated number of the second prize symbols is 
necessary to be accumulated to win the second physical prize, and (ii) for a second, 
different wager, a second, different number of the second prize symbols is necessary to 
be accumulated to win the second physical prize . 

Claim 54: (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 48, wherein the 
number of prize symbols which are accumulated for each prize symbol which occurs on 
the reels is at least in part based on the a-wage r mado by tho play e r . 

Claim 55: (currently amended) The gaming device of Claim 48, wherein the 
predetermined symbol combination is associated with a probability of occurring on o dds 
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f-the reels , and the probability is at least in part based on the a 



wager-R 



Claim 56: (currently amended) A method for operating a gaming device; said 
method comprising: 

(a) causing at least one display device to display displaying a primary game 
operable upon a wager made by t e-a player; 

(b) initiating a secondary game upon the occurrence of a triggering event in 
association with t he primary game; 

(c) designating a _an init i al number of initial spins of a plurality of reels in the 
secondary game; 

(d) designating a number of prize symbols necessary to be accumulated to 
win a physical prize in the secondary game, wherein the designated 
number of prize symbols is greater than the number of prize symbols 
which can possibly be accumulated in the designated initial number of 
spins of the reels in the secondary game; and 

(f) after initiating the secondary game: 

0) causing the at least one display device to display the designated 

number of initial spins; 
(He) causing the at least one display device to display the initial spins of 
activating t he reels until none of the designated mitial-number of 
initial spins remain in the secondary game; 
accumulating any prize symbols which occur on the reels during the 
displayed initial spins of the reels : 

causing the at least one display device to display ro activating the 
reete-at least one additional spin of the reels t ime-if a secondary 
triggering event occurs in association with t he secondary game; 
and 

awarding the physical prize to the player if the accumulated number 
of prize symbols reaches the designated number of prize symbols 
necessary to win the physical prize in the secondary game. 



(If) 
(jv§) 

(Yfc) 
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Claim 57: (original) The method of Claim 56, wherein accumulating any prize 
symbols which occur on the reels includes accumulating any prize symbols indicated on 
at least one payline associated with the reels. 

Claim 58: (currently amended) The method of Claim 56, which includes 
randomly determining the designated mttial-number of initial spins. 

Claim 59: (currently amended) The method of Claim 56, which includes pre- 
determining the designated initial-number of initial spins. 

Claim 60: (original) The method of Claim 56, which includes randomly 
determining the designated number of prize symbols necessary to be accumulated to 
win the physical prize in the secondary game. 

Claim 61 : (original) The method of Claim 56, which includes pre-determining the 
designated number of prize symbols necessary to be accumulated to win the physical 
prize in the secondary game. 

Claim 62: (currently amended) The method of Claim 56, which includes causing 
a prize symbol display to display displaying t he accumulated number of prize symbols 
on a prize symbol disp l ay . 

Claim 63: (original) The method of Claim 56, wherein providing a physical prize 
to the player includes providing a physical prize from a plurality of different physical 
prizes. 

Claim 64: (original) The method of Claim 56, wherein providing a physical prize 
to the player includes enabling the player to pick one of a plurality of physical prizes. 
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Claim 65: (original) The method of Claim 56, wherein awarding the physical 
prize to the player includes generating a prize code. 

Claim 66: (original) The method of Claim 65, which includes placing the prize 
code on at least one of: a receipt, a ticket, a printing medium and a recording medium. 

Claim 67: (currently amended) The method of Claim 56, wherein the designated 
mitia+-number of initial spins are free spins. 

Claim 68: (currently amended) The method of Claim 56, wherein the initial 
designated mitiaJ-number of initial spins of the rools is at least in part based on the a 
wage r mad e by the play e r . 

Claim 69: (currently amended) The method of Claim 56, wherein the designated 
number of the prize symbols necessary to be accumulated to win the physical prize is at 
least in part based on the a -waqer mado by tho plavo r such that: (i) for a first wager 
made by the player, a first designated number of the prize symbols is necessary to be 
accumulated to win the physical prize, and (\\) for a second, different wager made by the 
player, a second, different number of the prize symbols is necessary to be accumulated 
to win the physical prize . 

Claim 70: (currently amended) The method of Claim 56, wherein the number of 
prize symbols accumulated for each prize symbol which occurs on the reels is at least in 
part based on the a-waoe r mado by tho p l avor . 

Claim 71: (currently amended) The method of Claim 56, wherein odds of the 
secondary triggering event occurring obta i ning a re tr i gg e r of th e r eel s is at least in part 
based on the a-wage r mad e by tho plavor . 
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Claim 72: (currently amended) The method of Claim 56, wherein the steps (a) to 
(hf) are controlled through a data network. 

Claim 73: (original) The method of Claim 72, wherein the data network is an 
internet. 
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Claim 74: (currently amended) A method of operating a gaming device, said 
method comprising: 

(a) causing at least one display device to display display i ng a plurality of reels 
and a plurality of symbols on the reels, said symbols including at least one 
first prize symbol, at least one second prize symbol and at least one re- 
trigger symbol; 

(b) designating a _an i nitia l number of initial spins of the reels, said designated 
number of initial spins being greater than one; 

(c) designating a number of the first prize symbols necessary to be 
accumulated to win a first physical prize, wherein the designated number 
of first prize symbols is greater than the number of first prize symbols 
which can possibly be accumulated in the designated mttial-number of 
initial spins of the reels; 

(d) designating a number of the second prize symbols necessary to be 
accumulated to win a second different physical prize, wherein the 
designated number of second prize symbols is greater than the number of 
second prize symbols which can possibly be accumulated in the 
designated mitiaJ-number of initial spins of the reels; and 

(e) causing the at least one display device to display the designated number 
of initial spins: 

(fe) causing the at least one display device to display the initial spins of 
activating t he reels after a wager bv a player until none of f e^-the 
designated mitial-number of initial spins remain : 

(gf) causing the at least one display device to display r e triggering at least one 
additional spin of the reels if tho ro tr i gg e r symbo l or a predetermined 
symbol combination including the re-trigger symbol occurs on the reels 
during the displayed d e signated initial number of spins of the reels; 

(h§) accumulating any first prize symbols which occurs on the reels in each of 
said displayed initial spins and said at least one additional spin of the 
reels; 
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(|b) accumulating any second prize symbols which occurs on the reels in each 
of said displayed initial spins and said at least one additional spin of the 
reels; 

Qi) awarding the first physical prize to the player if the accumulated number of 
first prize symbols reaches the designated number of first prize symbols; 
and 

(k}) awarding the second physical prize to the player if the accumulated 
number of second prize symbols reaches the designated number of 
second prize symbols. 

Claim 75: (original) The method of Claim 74, wherein the first physical prize is of 
a higher value than the second physical prize. 

Claim 76: (original) The method Claim 75, which includes a higher probability of 
obtaining the second physical prize than the first physical prize. 

Claim 77: (currently amended) The method Claim 74, wherein the at least one 
additional spin includes at least one d esignated initial number of spins ar e f ree 
spins ems. 

Claim 78: (currently amended) The method Claim 74, wherein the designated 
inttial-n umber of initial spins of the rools is at least in part based on the a-waae r mado 
by th e play e r . 

Claim 79: (currently amended) The method Claim 74, wherein the designated 
number of the first prize symbols necessary to be accumulated to win the first physical 
prize is at least in part based on the a-waqer mado by tho p l avo r such that: (0 for a first 
wager made bv the player, a first designated number of the first prize symbols is 
necessary to be accumulated to win the first physical prize, and (ii) for a second, 
different wager made bv the player, a second, different number of the first prize symbols 
is necessary to be accumulated to win the first physical prize . 
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Claim 80: (currently amended) The method Claim 74, wherein the designated 
number of the second prize symbols necessary to be accumulated to win the second 
physical prize is at least in part based on the a-waqer mado by tho p l avo r such that: (i) 
for a first wager made by the player, a first designated number of the second prize 
symbols is necessary to be accumulated to win the second physical prize, and ni) for a 
second, different wager made by the player, a second, different number of the second 
prize symbols is necessary to be accumulated to win the second physical prize . 

Claim 81 : (currently amended) The method Claim 74, wherein the number of 
prize symbols accumulated for each prize symbol which occurs on the reels is at least in 
part based on the a-wage r mado by tho plavor . 

Claim 82: (currently amended) The method Claim 74, wherein the 
predetermined symbol combination is associated with a probability of occurring on odds 
of obtaining a r e- trigg e r of t he reels , and the probability is at least in part based on the a 
wage r mado by tho playor . 

Claim 83: (currently amended) The method of Claim 74, wherein the steps (a) to 
(kj) are controlled through a data network. 



Claim 84: (original) The method of Claim 83, wherein the data network is an 
internet. 
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Claim 85: (currently amended) A method of operating a gaming device, said 
method comprising: 

(a) causing at least one display device to display displaying a plurality of reels 
and a plurality of symbols on the reels, said symbols including at least one first prize 
symbol, at least one second prize symbol and at least one re-trigger symbol; 

(b) designating a _an i n i tia l number of free spins of the reels, said designated 
number of free spins being greater than one; 

(c) designating a number of the first prize symbols necessary to be 
accumulated to win a first physical prize; 

(d) designating a number of the second prize symbols necessary to be 
accumulated to win a second different physical prize, wherein the first physical prize is 
of higher value than the second physical prize: and 

(e) after a designated triggering event: 



(0 causing the at least one display device to display the designated 

number of free spins: 
(He) causing the at least one display device to display the free spins of 




(iiif) causing the at least one display device to display ro triggering at 
least one additional free spin of the reels if th e r e tr i gger symbol or 
a predetermined symbol combination including the re-trigger 
symbol occurs on the reels during the displayed free spins of the 
reels : 

(]y§) accumulating any first prize symbols which occur on the reels in 
each of said displayed free spins and the at least one additional 
free spin of the reels; 

(yh) accumulating any second prize symbols which occur on the reels in 
each of said displayed free spins and the at least one additional 
free spin of the reels; 

(yi) awarding the first physical prize to the player if the accumulated 
number of first prize symbols reaches the designated number of 
first prize symbols, wherein the re-trigger symbol or the 




24 



Appl. No. 10/644,310 

Response to September 25, 2008 Office Action 

predetermined symbol combination must occur on the reels at least 
once t o accumulate the designated number of first prize symbols; 
and 

(vjij) awarding the second physical prize to the player if the accumulated 
number of second prize symbols reaches the designated number of 
second prize symbols, wherein the re-trigger symbol or the 
predetermined symbol combination must occur on the reels at least 
once t o accumulate the designated number of second prize 
symbols. 

Claim 86: (original) The gaming device of Claim 85, which includes a higher 
probability of obtaining the second physical prize than the first physical prize. 

Claim 87: (currently amended) The method of Claim 85, wherein the designated 
mttial-number of free spins of the reels is at least in part based on a wager made by the 
player. 

Claim 88: (currently amended) The method of Claim 85, wherein the designated 
number of the first prize symbols necessary to be accumulated to win the first physical 
prize is at least in part based on a wager made by the playe r such that: (i) for a first 
wager made by the player, a first designated number of the first prize symbols is 
necessary to be accumulated to win the first physical prize, and (ii) for a second, 
different wager made by the player, a second, different number of the first prize symbols 
is necessary to be accumulated to win the first physical prize . 

Claim 89: (currently amended) The method of Claim 85, wherein the designated 
number of the second prize symbols necessary to be accumulated to win the second 
physical prize is at least in part based on a wager made by the playe r such that: (0 for a 
first wager made bv the player, a first designated number of the second prize symbols is 
necessary to be accumulated to win the second physical prize, and (ii) for a second. 
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different wager made by the player, a second, different number of the second prize 
symbols is necessary to be accumulated to win the second physical prize . 

Claim 90: (original) The method of Claim 85, wherein the number of prize 
symbols accumulated for each prize symbol which occurs on the reels is at least in part 
based on a wager made by the player. 

Claim 91: (currently amended) The method of Claim 85, wherein the 
predetermined symbol combination is associated with a probability of occurring on o44s 
of obtaining a ro trigger of t he reels , and the probability is at least in part based on a 
wager made by the player. 

Claim 92: (currently amended) The method of Claim 85, wherein the steps (a) to 
Qe) are controlled through a data network. 

Claim 93: (original) The method of Claim 92, wherein the data network is an 
internet. 
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